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Zj This communication is responsive to . 

3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-20 . 

Ej The drawings filed on 01 August 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 
U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f), 
a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

J Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) since a specific 
reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78. 
(a) Q The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific reference was included 
in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1 .78. 
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] CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 
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1. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for' 
allowance: Claims 1-20 are considered allowable since when 
reading the claims in light of the specification, In re Sneed, 
710 F.2d 1544, 1548, 218 USPQ 385, 388 (Fed. Cir. 1983), none of 
the references of record alone or in combination disclose or 
suggest the combination of limitations specified in the 
independent claims including a multiplexor/DSLAM, line cards 
(defined as 30, Fig. 3) comprising volatile memory (defined as 
being a RAM, 56, see e.g., pgs . 9-10), a switching unit (defined 
as being 28, see e.g., pg . 8) comprising a non-volatile memory 
(defined as being a ROM, 46, see e.g., pg. 8), and transferring 
the backup configuration parameters from the volatile memory 
(56) to the non-volatile memory (46) upon start-up (defined at 
pgs. 10-11) , as specified in claims 1, and 12. Regarding the X 
reference cited in the 210, the examiner found no indication 
that the reference Clougherty discloses or teaches the 
limitations outlined in the above reason for allowance. 

Any commen ts considered necessary by Applicant: mupt h«=» 

submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement: of Reasons for Allowance," 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to David R 
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Arc Unit: 2 561 

Vincent whose telephone number is 703 305 4957. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-TH. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned are 703 872 9314 for 
regular communications and 703 872 9314 for After Pinal 
communications . 

Any inquiry of a general- nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703 306 0377. 

David R Vincent 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2661 

December 16, 2003 
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